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Ida Grove, Iowa
Aug. 12, 2026

The Board of Supervisors met in 
adjourned session on Aug. 12, 2026, 
at 10 a.m. Members present Devlun 
Whiteing, Creston Schubert and Kyle 
Rohlk. Whiteing called the meeting to 
order. There were no public comments 
to the board. At 10:00 Whiteing asked 
for a motion to go into a Closed Session 
Pursuant to Iowa Code 21.5 (1.c) 
motion was made by Rohlk, seconded 
by Schubert. Devlun Whiteing, Aye; 
Creston Schubert, Aye; Kyle Rohlk, 
Aye. Motion carried and closed session 
began.

Those present were Auditor Kristy 
Gilbert, Attorney Matthew Sease and 
EMS Director Corey Trucke. At 10:31 
a motion to end the closed session by 
Schubert, seconded by Rohlk. Devlun 
Whiteing, Aye; Creston Schubert, Aye; 
Kyle Rohlk, Aye. Motion carried and 
closed session ended.

With there being no further 
business, the board adjourned to meet 
on Monday, August 17th at 6 p.m.

/s/ Kristy Gilbert
Auditor

/s/ Devlun Whiteing
Chair

PROCEEDINGS:
IDA COUNTY BOS
AUG. 12 MINUTES
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Ida Grove, Iowa
Aug. 17, 2026

The Board of Supervisors met in 
adjourned session on Aug. 17, 2026, 
at 6 p.m. Members present Devlun 
Whiteing and Creston Schubert. 
Kyle Rohlk was absent. Whiteing 
called the meeting to order. During 
public comments to the board, Dylan 
Gramlich, with the labor union, talked 
about the local jobs in the area the 
wind turbines create. At 6:05 p.m. 
motion by Schubert to go into the 
public hearing for Ordinance #35 
Amendment to Amended Section 31 
of Zoning Ordinance Wind Energy 
Regulations, seconded by Whiteing. 
Motion carried with votes of Devlun 
Whiteing, Aye; Creston Schubert, 
Aye. MidAmerican representatives 
were present and discussion on the 
ordinance took place. At 6:09 a motion 
by Schubert to end the public hearing, 
seconded by Whiteing. Motion carried 
with votes of Devlun Whiteing, Aye; 
Creston Schubert, Aye. A motion to 
approve waiving additional readings 
of Ordinance #35 Amendment to 
Amended Section 31 of Zoning 
Ordinance Wind Energy Regulations 
by Schubert, seconded by Whiteing. 
Motion carried all voting Aye. A motion 
by Schubert to approve Ordinance #35, 
seconded by Whiteing. Motion carried 
all voting Aye.

For details on the following 
Ordinance #35, can be found at 
idacountyiowa.gov or contact the Ida 
County Auditor’s Office.

With there being no further 
business, the board adjourned to meet 
on Tuesday, Aug. 25 at 9 a.m.

/s/ Kristy Gilbert
Auditor

/s/ Devlun Whiteing
Chair

PROCEEDINGS:
IDA COUNTY BOS
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Ordinance #35
AMENDMENT TO

AMENDED SECTION 31 OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE

Wind Energy Regulations
This ordinance hereby amends the 

Wind Energy Regulations in Ida 
County Zoning Ordinance Section 
31, as adopted on March 22, 2015 
and subsequently amended through 
the enactment of Ordinance #27 on 
February 8, 2016, by inserting the 
following Section 31.13 immediately 
following Section 31.12:

Section 31.13. WIND ENERGY 
DEVICE REPOWERING.

Subject to the requirements and 
standards in this Section 31.13 of this 
Ordinance, the Owner of an existing 
wind energy device lawfully operating 
in Ida County may repower said 
wind energy device without applying 
for a new conditional use permit 
or obtaining approval pursuant to 
Sections 31.5, 31.6, 31.7, or 31.8 of this 
Ordinance, nor shall a new building 
permit be required for the repowering 
of any existing wind energy device, 
provided that the requirements of this 
Section 31.13 are met prior to the start 
of construction. For the purposes of this 
Section 31, “repower” or “repowering” 
shall mean to replace, refurbish, or 
modernize wind energy devices or 
components thereof expressly with 
the intent to extend operational 
life or increase energy generating 
capacity only; provided, however, that 
repowering activities do not include 
activities performed for purposes 
of ordinary maintenance, repair, or 
replacement of parts of existing wind 
energy devices in a manner that does 
not change overall physical dimensions 
(e.g., total height or rotor diameter) or 
energy generating capacity.

Before commencing repowering, the 
Owner must provide the specifications 
for each wind energy device to be 
repowered and satisfactory proof 
of compliance with the following 
requirements and standards to the 
zoning administrator:

1. Written Description. The Owner 
shall provide a narrative description of 
the proposed repower.

2. Engineer’s Certification. The 

Owner shall provide certification 
by a licensed professional engineer 
that the wind energy devices will 
be structurally sound following the 
proposed repower.

3. Siting. The Owner shall provide 
the latitude and longitude of the 
existing wind energy devices proposed 
to be repowered and shall utilize 
existing sites only unless approved by 
the zoning administrator.

4. Height. The Owner shall provide a 
narrative description of the anticipated 
change in total height of the wind 
energy devices to be repowered to the 
zoning administrator, who will verify 
that the total height of each wind 
energy device shall increase by no 
more than fifteen percent (15%).

5. Setbacks. The zoning administrator 
shall verify that the repowered wind 
energy devices will be consistent with 
the following setback requirements, 
notwithstanding the anticipated 
increase in total height thereof.

Repowered wind energy devices 
shall remain consistent with the 
1,250 minimum setback from any 
human occupied dwelling as set forth 
in Section 31.4(2) of this Ordinance 
unless written consent is obtained 
from the owner thereof.

Notwithstanding the minimum 
setback applicable to new wind energy 
devices set forth in Section 31.4(2), 
each repowered wind energy device 
must be set back a minimum distance 
equal to 105% of its total height from 
public right of way, overhead utility 
lines, and adjacent property lines 
unless this property line setback has 
been waived by written consent of 
the property owner or entity with 
jurisdiction over the street, utility line, 
or property.

To facilitate review by the zoning 
administrator, the Owner shall provide 
a parcel map for each wind energy 
device to be repowered illustrating the 
applicable setback distances under 
this Section 31.13(5).

6. Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) Approvals. The Owner shall 
confirm in writing that Determinations 
of No Hazard to Air Navigation 
obtained from the FAA shall be 
provided to the zoning administrator 

prior to beginning construction on the 
repowering.

7. Aircraft Detection Lighting 
System (ADLS). If the existing wind 
energy devices to be repowered do not 
utilize an ADLS to monitor airspace 
and activate obstruction lighting 
only when aircraft area nearby, the 
Owner shall apply for all federal and 
state regulatory approvals required 
to install and operate an ADLS prior 
to commencing construction on the 
repowering. If such approvals are 
obtained, the Owner shall install and 
operate an ADLS on the repowered 
wind energy devices. The Owner 
may construct one or more new radar 
towers as may be required to operate 
such an ADLS, so long as any such 
tower complies with the setback 
provisions set forth in Section 31.4. If 
the Owner fails to obtain a federal or 
state regulatory approval required to 
install or operate an ADLS, the Owner 
may proceed with repowering subject 
to the other requirements in this 
Section 31.13.

8. Mitigation. Consistent with 
Section 31.9, prior to the start of 
repowering the Owner shall execute 
a roads agreement with Ida County 
that clearly and specifically lays out 
the respective rights and obligations of 
Ida County and the owner concerning 
the construction, maintenance and 
use of roads in connection with the 
repowering.  Following repowering, the 
owner shall also remedy effects on any 
established public drainage tile caused 
by such repowering.

9. Updated Decommissioning Plan. 
The Owner shall provide the zoning 
administrator with an updated 
decommissioning plan outlining the 
anticipated means and proposed 
financing methods adequate to 
remove the repowered wind energy 
devices upon the same becoming a 
discontinued use as defined in this 
Ordinance.

10. Legal Compliance. The Owner 
shall acknowledge in writing 
repowering performed pursuant to 
this Section 31.13 shall not relieve 
the Owner from compliance with 
the legal requirements applicable 
to wind energy devices set forth in 

Section 31.4(5) through 31.4(15) of this 
Ordinance.

11. Liability. Ida County assumes no 
liability whatsoever by virtue of the 
Owner undertaking repowering of the 
wind energy devices.

12. Public Notice. The Owner 
shall provide notice of its intent to 
perform repowering activities prior 
to commencing said activities. This 
notice requirement may be satisfied by 
either (a) submitting a written notice 
to the Ida County Board of Supervisors 
and then attending a public meeting 
of the same or (b) publishing notice 
indicating the township, section, and 
range numbers of the wind energy 
devices to be repowered in a newspaper 
of general circulation within Ida 
County.

13. Fees.  The Owner shall pay a $500 
submission fee and a fee of $500 per 
wind energy device to be repowered to 
cover costs associated with verifying 
that the standards set forth in this 
this Section 31.13 have been met and 
costs associated with activities to be 
undertaken in connection with the 
roads agreement described herein.

14. Upon receipt of a submission 
pursuant to this Section 31.13, the 
zoning administrator shall within 
15 days thereafter evaluate the 
submission to determine whether the 
requirements set forth herein have 
been satisfied and either (a) provide 
the Owner with written authorization 
to commence repowering activities or 
(b) specifically identify any deficiencies 
to be remedied by the Owner in order 
to establish such compliance.

Passed and Approved by the Ida 
County Board of Supervisors effective 
on the 17th day of August 2026.

/s/ Devlun Whiteing 
Devlun Whiteing, Board Chair

/s/ Creston Schubert 
Creston Schubert

Kyle Rohlk
ATTEST:

/s/ Kristy Gilbert
Kristy Gilbert, Ida County Auditor
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